Masa ISHII

After working at IBM Japan and McKinsey & Company, Masa founded AZCA, Inc. in
Silicon Valley in 1985. Since then, he has been actively supporting the creation of
new businesses between Japanese and U.S. companies, particularly in high-tech
sectors including MedTech and life sciences. From 1987 to 2016, he also worked as a
venture capital investor, firstin Japan and later in Silicon Valley. In 2013, he co-
founded U.S.-Japan Medtech Frontiers—the predecessor to the U.S.-Japan
Healthcare Connection—with like-minded colleagues who shared a vision for
advancing healthcare collaboration between the two countries. He has served as
Senior Executive Advisor to Xerox PARC; Visiting Professor at the graduate schools of
Shizuoka University, Waseda University Business School, and Chubu University; and
Academic Advisor to Toyo University. A frequent speaker and writer on innovation,
entrepreneurship, and international corporate development, his recent publications
include Will Innovation Save Japan?, among others.
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